THE CHANGING FACE OF COMMUNISM
without regard to the continued extension of an unpopular repressive
government would render any aid ineffective. Wavering elements might
turn away from the existing government to Communism*. The President
did not take this salutary advice and the wavering elements did turn as
predicted. Chiang was completely discredited and on September 21,1949,
the establishment of the People's Republic of China was proclaimed in
Peking amidst almost universal acclamation. The Communists had
triumphed in spite of nearly thirty years of bad advice from Moscow.
A comparison of the Russian and Chinese Revolutions must take
account of the great wealth of revolutionary experience possessed by the
Chinese leaders in 1949. Within four decades, China had undergone three
successful revolutions. Although the revolution of 1911 failed to achieve
many of its objects and led to the anarchy of the war-lord period, it
loosened the bonds of tradition and so prepared the way for later progress.
The second revolution, which began with the Northern Expedition and
led to the establishment by Chiang Kai-shek in Nanking of a government
recognized by the world, achieved more than is generally recognized. It
might, but for three factors, have ushered in a liberal regime under
which Communism would have withered away. Unfortunately it fell
into the hands of reactionaries and gave no relief to the peasants; it failed
to oppose to the Japanese the resistance the national spirit demanded; it
was, moreover, an artificial union of two elements, the Kuomintang and
the Communists, which had little in common. It nevertheless began the
process of modernizing China with considerable help from the U.S.A.
More important still, the uneasy alliance with the Communists gave the
leaders the opportunity of learning the practical business of administration
in the areas under their control, before they assumed the government of
the country. The Russian Revolution on the other hand was a coup
d*etat. The rulers of Russia immediately after the Bolshevik revolution
were theorists with nothing to guide them except the sacred Marxist
texts. They inevitably fell into errors, such as the immediate wholesale
nationalization of industry, which the more experienced Chinese Com-
munists were able to avoid.
Another important difference between the Chinese and Russian Revo-
lutions was the much broader basis on which the Chinese Communist
party rested. In both countries the overwhelming majority of the popu-
lace were agriculturalists, but in Russia the Revolution was based on the
very small minority of urban workers. The peasants indeed welcomed the
help of the Communists in dispossessing the landlords of their lands, but
there was no bond of sympathy between them and the intellectuals who